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TO THE READER. 



THE Proper names in the following attempt at Homeric 
translation are spelt for the most part in accordance with 
the Greek letters, but a rigid consistency in this respect has not 
been aimed at. Many Latinised forms such as Phoebus, Olympus 
and others are now naturalised in English literature, and it would 
be as useless as pedantic to try to change them. 

The liberty has been taken of treating Danai throughout as a 
dissyllable. 

Lines 70, 71 as they stand in the text are an anachronism. Such 
metaphysical abstractions as the Present, the Future, the Past, are, 
as the friend, to whom I am indebted for pointing out the oversight, 
acutely remarks, "not much in Homer's way; he uses the con- 
crete." They are the growth of a later age and more advanced 
culture. The lines should run thus : 

All things that are or were or shall be unto him were known, 
He had the Achaians in their ships the way &c. 

In line 97 I have followed the reading preferred by Mr. Paley 
in his lately published volume. 

A Glossarial List of all the Proper names which occur in the 
First Book of the Iliad is given on the next page, and will be found 
useful to young readers and others unfamiliar with Greek mytho- 
logy and nomenclature. But a caution is necessary. The Greek 
names of the divinities are explained in the List by their Latin 
(so-called) equivalents. This explanation is formal only, for the 
Names are not real equivalents. The Zeu^ of Homer and Jupiter 
best and greatest resemble each other in their general outlines ; 
but there the resemblance stops. As moral conceptions they are 
almost as unlike as Chance and Providence, or Caprice and Will ; 
and the case is similar with respect to the other deities. The 
Greek and Roman mythologies differ in short as the mental and 
moral characteristics of the two races, — that is, very widely indeed. 

\^* o. O. 
May, 1866. 
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A GLOSSARIAL LIST OF THE PROPER NAMES WHICH OCCUR IN 
THE FIRST BOOK OF THE. ILIAD. 



The quantity of the vowds is marktd when necessary as a guide to pronunciation. 



AcHAiANS, Argives, Danai, are names used in- 
terchangeably to express the whole body of 
the Greeks. 

AcHiLLEUS, king of the Myrmidons, the warlike 
inhabitants of rhthia, a district of Thessaly. 

Aethiops, dwellers by the river of Ocean which 
flowed round the circular plain of the earth. 

Agamemnon, king of Mycenae in Argos, and 
supreme leader of the Greeks. 

AiAS or Ajax, king of Salamis. 

Aides, Pluto. 

AiGAiON or Briareos, son of Uranos and Gaia, 
i,e. of Heaven and Earth. 

AiGEUS, king of Athens. 

Apian land, Peloponnesus. 

Apollo. 

Argives, inhabitants of Argos ; see Achaians. 

Argos, a district of Peloponnesus. 

ATHeNe, Minerva. 

ATReiDes {i.e. son of Atreus), Agamemnon. 

Atreus, king of Mycenae, father of Agamem- 
non and Menelaos. 

Briareos, see Aigaion. 

Briseis, i>. dau^ter of Briseus. 

Centaurs, a savage and warlike race inhabiting 
Mount Pelion in Thessaly, who were destroyed 
in a war with the Lapithae. A later belief 
converted them into monsters, half-man and 
half-horse. 

CHRYse, a caty on the coast of the Troad, having 
a temple to Apollo Smintheus. 

CHRYses, priest of Apollo at Chryse. 

ChryseVs, i.e, daughter of Chrvses. 

Danai, the Argives were so called from Danaos 
a former king. See Achaians. 

Dryas, kiiig of the Edones in Thrace. 

EeTiON, king of Thebe, a city of Mysia, 

Eurybates, herald of Agamemnon. 

ExADios, a hero of the Lapithae. 

Hektor, eldest son of Priam king of Troy. 

Hephaistos, Vulcan. 

HeRe, Juno. 

Idomeneus, king of Crete. 



Ilion or Troy, capital of the Troad. 

Kaineus, a hero of the Lapithae. 

Kalchas {i.e. the searcher), a soothsayer of the 
Greeks. 

Killa, a town in the Troad having a temple of 
Apollo. 

Klytaemnestra, wife of Agamemnon. 

Kronos, Saturn. 

Kronion {i.e. son of Kronos), Zeus. 

Lemnos, an island in the A^aean sea. 

Leto, Latona. 

Menelaos, younger brother of Agamemnon and 
king of Lacedaemon. 

MENOETiADes (/>. SOU of Menoetlus), Patroklus. 

Myrmidons ; see Achilleus. 

Nestor, king of Pylos. 

Ocean ; see Aethiops. 

Odysseus or Ulysses, king of Ithaca. 

Olympus, the mountain range between Thes- 
saly and Macedonia. 

Pallas, an epithet of Athene. 

Patroklus, the friend of Achilleus. 

Peirithoos, king of the Lapithae in Thessaly, 
vanquisher of me Centaurs. 

Peleus, father of Achilleus. 

PELEiDes {i.e. son of Peleus), Achilleus. 

Phoebus, pure or radiant, an epithet of Apollo. 

Phthia ; see Achilleus. 

Polypheme, a hero of the Lapithae. 

Poseidon, Neptune. 

Priam, king of Troy. 

Pylos, a town and district of Peloponnesus. 

Sintians {i.e. raveners), early piratical inhabi- 
tants of Lemnos. 

Smintheus, a surname of Apollo. 

Talthybius, herald of Agamenmon. 

Tenedos, an island in the A^;aean sea. 

TneBe ; see Eetion. 

THeSEUS, king of Athens. 

Thestor, father of Kalchas. 

Thetis, a sea divinity and mother of Achilleus. 

Troy ; see Ilion. 

Zeus, Jupiter. 
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THE ILIAD. 



BOOK I. 



THE deadly wrath of Peleus-son Achilleus, goddess! sing, 
That wrath which did ten -thousand woes upon the Achaians bring, 
Sent many a hero's mighty soul to Aides away, 
And made each corse to dogs and every ravening bird a prey — 
Still was the will of Zeus fulfilled — from that first moment when, 5 

By quarrel sundered, stood apart Atreides king of men 
And the divine Achilleus. Who among the gods was he 
Stirred up that jealous strife, and bade the fatal feud to be ? 

The son of Zeus and Leto. He, enraged against the king, 
A plague throughout the army spread, the men were perishing, 10 

Because his priest by Atreus-son was put to open shame 
When to the Achaians' rapid ships the aged Chryses came. 
His daughter to release, he brought of ransom boundless store ; 
His hands Apollo's fillets on a golden sceptre bore ; 

To all the Achaians was his prayer, but most his speech addrest 15 

The brethren twain, the sons of Atreus, leaders of the rest : 
** Ye sons of Atreus and the rest, well-greaved Achaians, hear ! 

**The gods who on Olympus dwell, to them I make my prayer 

B 
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2 THE ILIAD. [BOOK i. 

*' That, Priam's city spoiled, ye safe again your homes may know ; 

'' But take the ransom which I bring, let my dear daughter go, 20 

" Honouring the son of Zeus the god of the far-darting bow." 

Then all the rest with one accord assenting cried, they ought 
The priest to reverence and receive the splendid ransom brought ; 
But Agamemnon Atreus-son it pleased not in his heart, 
And with foul scorn and harsh command he bade the priest depart : 25 
" Old man, beside the hollow ships let me not find thee stay, 
" Delaying now or yet again returning by the way, 
" Lest not the fillet of the god nor sceptre thee avail. 
" For her, I free her not before with age she waneth pale 
" Within our house, in Argos, far from her own native land, 30 

" Sharing my bed or labouring at the loom at my command. 
'* But thou, begone ! provoke me not, that thou may*st safer go." 

He said ; the old man fearing him obeyed ; in silence slow 
Went back along the beach where dashed the many -sounding sea 
Till he had travelled far away ; then much and long prayed he 35 

Unto the king Apollo whom the fair-haired Leto bore : 
" Hear me, O Silver-bow! who guardest ever Chryse*s shore 
*' And sacred Killa, and strong rule in Tenedos dost bear, 
" Smintheus ! if ever I have decked for thee thy temple fair, 
"If ever the fat thighs of bulls and goats IVe burned with fire 40 

♦* For thee, for me do thou in turn accomplish this desire — 
"Let for my tears the Danai feel the arrows of thine ire." 

Thus praying spoke he ; and his prayer Phoebus Apollo heard, 
And wrathful in his heart adown the Olympian steeps he fared ; 
His bow and well -closed quiver were upon his shoulders hung, 45 

And on the shoulders of the wrathful god the arrows rung 
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BOOK I.] THE ILIAD. 3 

The while he onward came, and onward came he like the Night, 

Sat from the ships far off and sent an arrow on its flight — 

With fierce rebound and dreadful sound loud twanged the silver bow. 

At first indeed the mules he struck and laid the swift dogs low ; 50 

But next against the men themselves a bitter arrow flew, 

And smote ; and still the funeral pyres more fast and frequent grew. 

Nine days throughout the army did the avenging arrows fall ; 

But on the tenth the folk to council did Achilleus call. 

The goddess, white-armed Here, prompted him this step to take, 55 

Because she saw the Danai die and sorrowed for their sake. 

Responsive to the summons came together all the men. 

And, rising up, swift -foot Achilleus spake amongst them then : 

" Atreides, since again it seems an erring course we've run, 

" I hold we must retrace our steps if death we are to shun, 60 

" For war and pestilence combined the Achaians now subdue. 

" Come then, let us some prophet ask, or learn of priest the view, 

" Or dream-interpreter, for also dreams from Zeus are sent, 

" Who may declare why 'gainst us thus Apollo's rage is bent ; 

" Whether he visits for some vow or hecatomb unpaid ; 65 

''And if, the fat of lambs and goats upon his altar laid, 

" He may, to ward destruction from us, any way be prayed." 

Thus having spoken he sat down. Then rose and them addrest 
Kalchas the son of Thestor, of all augurs far the best, 
To whom the present and the past and future all were known, 70 

Who in their ships the Achaians had the way to Ilion shown 
By his prophetic art, the gift Phoebus Apollo shed ; 
With kindly mind he them harangued and these the words he said : 
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" Achilleus, thou desirest me, O dear to Zeus ! to show 

" The anger of Apollo king of the fiar- darting bow ; 75 

" Therefore I speak ; but covenant thou and give to me thine oath 

" That thou wilt promptly me support with voice and action both. 

" For well I wot will one be wroth who rules with powerful sway 

" O'er all the Argives, one whose beck the Achaians all obey. 

" Since all too mighty is a King when meaner folk offend, 80 

" For though he should digest his wrath, though calm the day should end, 

" Yet in his breast continuous still he hatred bears 'till he 

" Accomplish it ; but thou declare, wilt thou my safeguard be ?" 

Swift -foot Achilleus answered him and said, "Be bold of heart, 
"Thy divination tell, whate'er the god to thee impart ; 85 

" For by Apollo, dear to Zeus, to whom ascends thy prayer 
*' When thou thy divinations to the Danai dost declare, 
" No one, while I still live on earth and see the light of day, 
" Shall near the hollow ships a heavy hand upon thee lay 
" Of all the Danai, no, not though thou Agamemnon name, 90 

" Who boasts him now of all the Achaians first in place and fame." 

And then indeed the blameless prophet courage took and said, 
" 'Tis for no vow he visits us or hecatomb unpaid, 
" But for his priest, whom Agamemnon did dishonouring grieve, 
" Nor would release his daughter nor the ransom would receive ; 95 

" For this hath the Far- darter sent his woes, and sendeth still, 
" Nor from the Danai will avert the unseemly ruin 'till 
"The bright -eyed girl again to her dear father we restore 
" Unbought, unransomed, and conduct with her to Chryse's shore 
*' A sacred hecatomb ; then him we may with hope implore." 100 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOK L] THE ILIAD. 5 

Thus having spoken, he sat down. Straightway with anguish stung 
The hero Atreus-son wide -ruling Agamemnon sprung 
Upon his feet, his darkened breast was filled with furious ire. 
And glowed his eyes with rage until they flashed like living fire. 
Glaring at Kalchas, first on him he poured his evil mood : 105 

" Thou prophet of all ills, who ne'er to me hast boded good ! 
" Evil to prophesy is ever pleasant to thy view ; 
"The good thou never yet hast spoken, never yet made true. 
" And now by divinations 'mongst the Danai thou wouldst show 
"That for this cause alone doth the Far -darter send them woe, 1 10 

" Because that for ChryseYs I, forsooth I refused to take 
" The splendid ransom ; of a truth I much desire to make 
" My home her dwelling ; for indeed I love the damsel more 
" Than Klytaemnestra my own wife, who her is not before 
" In person, nor in native grace, nor mind, nor skilful art 115 

'* Yet even so I'll let her go, if that's the better part ; 
" 'Tis my desire to save the people, not that they should die ; 
" But then straightway^a prize for me make ready, so that I 
" May not without reward alone of all the Argives stay ; 
" That were not fit ; and mine, all see, now goes from me away." 120 

To him replied swift-foot divine Achilleus answering then, 
" Glorious Atreides, fond of gain beyond all other men I 
"Why, how for thee shall find a prize the Achaians large-of- heart > 
" Not much I ween know we of common treasure laid apart. 
"The booty we from cities reft has been divided fair, 125 

" Nor is it meet to bid the people bring again their share. 
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6 THE ILIAD. [book i. 

" But thou, the girl unto the god surrender ; we with joy 

*' Will thrice, will four- fold thee repay, whenever well -walled Troy 

" Zeus shall deliver to our hands to ravage and destroy." 

The ruler Agamemnon answering to him made reply : 1 30 

" Godlike Achilleus, good at need, not thus, I rede thee, try 
** Thy craft on me ; thou'lt not outwit me, no, nor yet persuade. 
** And mean'st thou thy reward to keep the while I thus am made 
" To sit and want ? And bid'st thou me to let the girl depart ? 
" Let then to me a prize accord the Achaians great -of- heart, 1 35 

" One suited to my mind and fit a recompense to be. 
" If not, then I myself will go and ravish thine from thee, 
" Or Aias* or Odysseus' prize will seize and bear away ; 
" And wrathful will he be from whom I thus shall rend his prey. 
" These things however later on may well considered be ; 140 

" Now let us launch a sable ship upon the sacred sea ; 
" The rowers for it gathered, let a hecatomb be stored, 
"And the fair- cheeked ChryseTs then herself be led on board. 
" To some one of our councillors the charge we will assign, 
" Idomeneus or Aias or Odysseus the divine, 14S 

" Or thee Peleides, of all men most terrible, that so 
" May the Far- worker, fit rites done, to us propitious show." 

With look of menace answering him swift -foot Achilleus cried, 
"Ah me ! clothed -on with shamelessness, low greed with craft allied ! 
" How thee can the Achaians ever willingly obey 150 

''When on the march, or in the fierce and doubtful battle -day ? 
" No foes of mine the Trojan warriors were, nor truly came 
" I here on their account, 'gainst them I have no cause of blame. 
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BOOK I.] THE ILIAD. 7 

" Untouched of them my oxen feed, my horses range the plain, 

" Untouched in deep-soiled Phthia's fields waves wide the golden grain, i s 5 

" In Phthia hero -nourishing ; for between them and me 

" Doth many a shadowy mountain lie and the resounding sea. 

*' But thee we followed, shameless one ! for thy content and joy, 

" For Menelaos and for thee, dog -faced ! to gain from Troy 

"Amends and honour ; not at all these things dost thou regard, 160 

" And threat'nest now thyself to ravish from me that reward 

" For toils, which unto me the sons of the Achaians gave. 

" Rewards like thine ne'er fall to me what time the Achaians have 

"A Trojan well -manned citadel overcome and o'erthrown. 

" Of all the rushing war indeed the greater part alone 165 

** My hands direct ; but if perchance division come of spoil 

" Thine is the greater prize ; and I, war-worn and spent with toil, 

" The ships attain with lesser gain, prize small and dear to me. 

" But now to Phthia will I go ; far better will it be 

" Home with my curve -beaked ships to sail ; nor think thou I'll remain 1 70 

** Dishonoured here, that thou may'st spoil and store of wealth obtain. 

And Agamemnon king of men, him answering, made reply : 
" Flee by all means if such thy mood ; I will not ask thee, I, 
" To stay for me ; others there are who will with me abide 
"To do me honour; more than all will counselling Zeus provide. 175 

" The hatefuUest art thou to me of all Zeus -cherished kings ; 
" Lover of wars and battles, still to thee strife pleasure brings. 
" Strong if thou art, 'tis to a god thou dost the advantage owe. 
" Now with thy ships and thy companions homeward thou may'st go 
" And king it 'mongst the Myrmidons. For thee I nothing care 180 

*' Nor heed thy chafing ; hear the threat which I will now declare f 
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" Phoebus Apollo wills Chrysels shall not with me stay ; 

" My ship and my companions then shall take the girl away. 

"Unto thy tent I'll go, fair- cheeked Brisels Til obtain, 

" Thy prize, that thou may'st learn to know who's mightiest of us twain, 185 

"And others shrink with wholesome dread who else might fondly dare 

" To stand 'gainst me opposed, and think my sovereign power to share." 

Thus spake he. Peleus*-son was stung ; and in his sha^ry breast 
His heart divided two ways urged ; whether indeed 'twere best. 
Drawing his sharp sword from his thigh, the men to scare aside 190 

And slay Atreides ; or force back the fiercely surging tide 
Of vengeful feeling, and repress his wrath and wounded pride. 
But while these thoughts thro' mind and soul contendingly were driven 
And his great sword was half unsheathed, came down direct from heaven 
Athene ; her the goddess white-armed Here thither sent, 195 

Both chiefs to her were dear, to both her guardian care was lent. 
She stood behind and grasped Peleides by his yellow hair, 
Invisible except to him of all in council there ; 
Amazed Achilleus turned him round, and then at once he knew 
Pallas Athene, and her eyes shone terrible to view. 200 

Accosting her, to her he of these winged words made use : 
"Why art thou hither come, O child of aegis -bearing Zeus ? 
" Of Agamemnon Atreus-son the insolence to view ? 
" But this I say to thee, and well I deem my words are true, 
" Some day perchance his forfeit life his haughtiness will rue." 205 

To him Athene dread -eyed goddess thus in turn did say : 
*' I come to end thy rage, if thou my message wilt obey ; 
"From heaven I come, and by the goddess white-armed Here sent ; 
" To her you both are dear, to both her guardian care is lent. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOOK I.] THE ILIAD. 9 

" Come then, desist from strife, let go thine hand upon thy sword, 210 

** Yet pour reproaches as they rise with many a biting word ; 

** For this I say, and well I wot it will accomplished be, 

*' Threefold some day shall splendid presents be bestowed on thee 

*' For this his outrage ; but restrain thyself and us obey." 

And her swift-foot Achilleus answering thus again did say : 215 

" Thy word, O goddess ! it behoves that I observe, although 
" In soul I gfreatly am incensed, for it is better so ; 
"Whoso obeys the gods, the gods to him propitious stand.*' 

He said, and on the silver hilt pressing his heavy hand 
Into the sheath his mighty sword thrust back, nor disobeyed 220 

Athene's counsel. To Olympus she her flight had made. 
To halls of aegis-bearing Zeus and Powers in heaven arrayed. 
But Peleus-son afresh and with injurious words addressed 
The son of Atreus, nor restrained the wrath within his breast : 
" Wine-heavy, with thine eyes of dc^ and with thy heart of deer ! 225 

" Thou, when the troops have armed for war, hast ever quailed with fear ; 
" Thou, when the Achaian chiefs have planned an ambush or surprise^ 
*' Hast shunned to join them ; it is death unto thy coward eyes. 
" Doubtless 'tis pleasanter to range thro' all our wide array, 
"And, if one dare against thee speak, to rend his gifts away. 230 

"People-devouring king, because thou rul'st a feeble race, 
" Else, son of Atreus ! this from thee were sure the last di^;race. 
"But now I tell thee — and thereto a mighty oath will swear ; 
"Yea ! by this sceptre, which again nor leaf nor branch will bear 
"Since first it left its native stock upon the mountain side ; 235 

'* Nor bud again, because the axe hath stripped away its pride 
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*' Of leaves and bark ; now it the sons of the Achaians bear, 

" Servants of Justice, in their hands, to whose protecting care 

" Zeus doth commit the laws — a mighty oath dost thou receive — 

'* The time shall come when all Achaia's sons combined shall grieve 240 

" For lost Achilleus ; and thou stand, tho' anguished, powerless all, 

" WhiFst the man-slaying Hektor smites and many dying fall. 

** Then shalt thou gnaw thy heart, thy soul shall then with rage be torn, 

** Because Achaia's noblest chief thou darest now to scorn." 

Thus spake Peleides, and dashed down to earth before his feet 245 

His sceptre pierced with golden studs ; and took again his seat 
Atreides opposite was wroth ; but swift to interpose 
The Pylians' clear-toned orator, the sweet-voiced Nestor rose. 
And sweeter far than honey were the accents from his tongue. 
Two generations of mankind had died since he was young, 250 

With whom he was brought up of old, with whom he lived and stirred 
In sacred Pylos, and he now reigned king among the third. 
With kindly mind he them harangued, and these the words he said : 
*' Ye Powers ! a mighty grief o'er all the Achaian land is spread ; 
" For surely triam and the sons of Priam would rejoice, 255 

" And every Trojan else to his exulting soul give voice, 
" Should all these quarrels of you twain 'mongst them be brought to light, 
" Of you, of all the Danai chief in counsel and in fight 
" But be persuaded ! you are young and I am very old ; 
*' *Mong g^reater warriors even than you was I of yore enrolled, 260 

" Companions of my youth, and they not lightly deemed of me ; 
"Such men besides I ne'er have seen nor e'er again shall see; 
" Peirithoos, Dryas whom well his folk might shepherd deem, 
" And Kaineus and Exadios and godlike Polypheme, 
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'* And Theseus Aigeus-son who with the Immortals could compare ; 265 

"Strongest of all the men on earth those well -trained warriors were, 

" Strongest they were and with the strongest bravely did contend, 

"By them the mountain-haunting Centaurs came to fearful end 

" And I was of their company ; from Pylos' town afar, 

"From the far-distant Apian land they called me to the war. 270 

" I came and with them did my best No one is now in life 

"Of earth -bom mortals, who might stand 'gainst them in equal strife ; 

" Yet they to my discourse gave heed, my counsel they obeyed. 

" Then be persuaded ! for your good it is I should persuade. 

** Cause not, high as thou art, from him the damsel to be riven ; 275 

" That purpose leave, since by the Achaians first the prize was given. 

" Nor thou, Peleides, think by force against the King to stand ; 

•' For equal dignity with his grasped never yet the hand 

" Of any other sceptred king whom Zeus hath glorious made. 

" Strong tho' thou art and goddess -bom, thou well may'st be afraid 280 

" Of him, he's more than thee, for greater numbers own his sway. 

" And thou, Atreides, check thy rage ; yea ! eamestly I pray 

" Renounce thy wrath against Achilleus, who a bulwark tried 

"To all the Achaian host stands firm 'gainst war's disastrous tide." 

Him ansVring then, the mler Agamemnon thus did say : 285 

" Old man, all this thou well hast said; as is thy wont and way ; 
" But over all this man is fain lord paramount to be, 
"Would domineer o'er all, o'er all would king it royally, 
" To all would dictate — well I trow he dictates not to me ! 
"And grant that him the undying gods have made a spearman strong, 290 
" May he therefore invectives pour and heap injurious wrong .^" 
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With interruption prompt divine AchiUeus made reply : 
" Now surely but a coward slave and worthless wretch were I 
" In each and every task to bow to thy directing hand ! 
" Command to others what thou wilt ; to me give no command, 295 

" For well I wot that ne'er again thou'lt me submissive find. 
"Yet more I tell thee — weigh thou well my words within thy mind 1 
"With thee or other for the girl I strike no hostile blow ; 
" The gift ye gave ye rob me of — so be it ! let her go. 
" But other things of mine there are which near my black ship stand ; 300 
" On one of them against my will dare not to lay thy hand ; 
" Or, if thou wilt, come on and try, that these as well may know 
" How soon and surely thy black blood shall from my spear-point flow." 

Thus having battled in the war of hostile words they rose, 
So did the council by the ships of the Achaians close. 305 

Peleides tow'rds his well -poised ships departing and his tent 
With Menoetiades and other dear companions went 
But Atreus-son forthwith did launch a swift ship on the brine ; 
Chose twenty rowers, and embarked the offering divine 
A hecatomb ; fair- cheeked ChryseTs next he led on board ; 310 

Odysseus many -counselled last as leader went and lord ; 
These mounting on the ship sailed forth upon the watery main. 
Then bade Atreides that the folk should cleanse themselves from stain. 
They cleansed themselves and in the sea away the ablutions poured ; 
So cleansed, Apollo they with complete hecatombs adored 315 

Of bulls and goats beside the shore of the unfruitful sea ; 
The savour wreathed around with smoke to heaven ascended free 

But Agamemnon, while these things throughout the host were done, 
The strife against Achilleus urged which first his threats begun, 
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And thus unto Talthybius and Eurybates did say, 320 

His heralds and the zealous servants of his will were they : 

" Go ye unto the tent where doth the son of Peleus stay ; 

" Fair- cheeked Brisels by the hand there take and lead away. 

" If he contest your claim, myself will come the girl to seize, 

** With numbers backed will come, which him more sorely will displease." 325 

He said, and forth he sent them charged with this his harsh command. 
And they reluctant went along the salt unfruitful strand 
Till at the tents and ships where dwelt the Myrmidons they were, 
And by his tent and sable ship they found him sitting there. 
Ill-pleased Achilleus saw them come ; they fearing much the king 330 
And venerating silent stood, nor to him anything 
At all did say, nor dared with speech or question to provoke ; 
He in his mind their dread divined, and first to them he spoke : 
" Hail ! heralds, messengers of Zeus as well as men are ye ; 
" Come near ; not you but Agamemnon guilty is tow'rds me ; 335 

**To fetch the girl Brisels hence hath sent you here the king ; 
" Come then, Patroklus Zeus -descended ! forth the damsel bring 
"And give her to them ; but themselves, let them now witness hold 
" Alike before the blessed gods and men of mortal mould 
" And him the ruthless king, — should ever come again a day 340 

" When need of me is felt to keep destruction foul at bay 
''And shield the rest — he surely raves in his pernicious mind, 
"Things past and things to come unable so in thought to bind 
" That fighting by the ships the Achaians still may safety find" 

He said : Patroklus with his dear companion's will complied, 345 

And from the tent fair- cheeked Brisels brought he forth outside 
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To them ; then to the Achaian ships they back returning stept. 

With them reluctant went the woman. But Achilleus wept. 

And straightway left his comrades, and a lonely spot chose he, 

And sitting by the hoary surf looked on the purple sea. 350 

There much with outstretched hands to his dear mother made his prayer : 

" O mother ! since all brief the life to which thou did'st me bear, 

"At least should the Olympian Zeus high-thunderer let fall 

" Honour on me ; but now no honour grants he me at all ; 

"For Atreus-son, wide -ruling Agamemnon, hath with scorn 355 

" Entreated me, and from my arms himself my prize hath torn." 

Weeping he spoke ; and him his august mother heard where she 
Sat near her aged sire deep down beneath the briny sea, 
And quickly from the foam emerging, like a mist she came, 
Sat down before him where he still shed tears of grief and shame, 360 

Caressed him with her hand, and spoke, and called him by his name : 
'* My child I why weepest thou f what brings upon thy mind this woe ? 
" Speak to me, do not hide thy thought, that both of us may know." 

To her swift- foot Achilleus then did deeply sighing say : 
"Thou knowest well ; what need that I these things to thee display ? 365 
" We went to Thebe, 'gainst Eetion's sacred city fought 
" And laid it waste ; the spoils we won there all were hither brought, 
" And these Achaia's sons among themselves divided fair, 
** And for Atreides chose fair-cheeked ChryseYs as his share. 
" But Chryses the Far-darter's priest her liberty would claim, 370 

"And to the brazen -clad Achaians' rapid ships he came. 
'* His daughter to release, he brought of ransom boundless store ; 
•' His hands Apollo's fillets on a golden sceptre bore ; 
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" To all the Achaians was his prayer, but most his speech addrest 

'* The brethren twain, the sons of Atreus, leaders of the rest 375 

'* Then all the rest with one accord assenting cried, they ought 

" The priest to reverence and receive the ransom which he brought ; 

"But Agamemnon Atreus -son it pleased not in his heart, 

'* And with foul scorn and harsh command he bade the priest depart. 

" The old man wroth went back and prayed ; and to his prayer gave ear 380 

" Apollo, for the aged priest to him was very dear. 

'* Against the Argives therefore he an evil arrow sent, 

" And heaps on heaps the people died ; for thro* the army went 

" Throughout its wide extent the arrows from the silver bow. 

" The far-off Archer's mind to us a prophet skilled did show ; 385 

" And straightway urged I first that we the godhead should appease. 

" Thereon a sudden anger did the son of Atreus seize, 

" Uprising swift he spoke a threat, which threat he good doth make ; 

" Chrysels in a rapid ship bright -eyed Achaians take 

" To distant Chryse, and with her bear presents for the god, 390 

'* And now but lately from my tent thfe heralds took their road 

" With her, Brisels, whom to me as prize the Achaians gave. 

''But thou, if in thy power, do thou thy child protect and save. 

" Go to Olympus, Zeus implore, if ever to his heart 

" Thou didst at all by word or deed a sense of joy impart 395 

" For often in my father's halls I've heard thee boasting say, 

*' From the black -clouded son of Kronos thou didst ward away 

" Unseemly ruin ; 'mong the Immortals thou alone wert found 

" To aid him, when the Olympian powers would all have had him bound, 

'* When Here with Poseidon and Athene made cabal — 400 

" Thou cam'st, O goddess ! and by thee he rescued was from thrall. 
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"Swift, called by thee, to high Olympus came the Hundred -hands, 

« 

'* Whom Briareos name the gods, and on these lower lands 

"All men Aigaion, for in strength he doth his sire exceed ; 

" Proud at Kronion's side he sat exulting in his deed, 405 

" And even the blessed gods were cowed, and Zeus no more they bind. 

" Sit thou by Zeus and clasp his knees ; him of these things remind ; 

" That so upon the Trojan side he may be led to fight, 

'* And to their ships and to the sea forced back in slaughterous flight 

"The Achaians in their King may joy ; and he the Atreus-bom 410 

"Wide -ruling Agamemnon's self his folly then may mourn 

" That he Achaia's noblest son hath dared to treat with scorn." 

Him answered Thetis ; as she spoke poured down her cheek a tear : 
" Ah me ! my child, unhappy bom, thee wherefore did I rear ? 
'* Thou oughtest by the ships to sit all free from tears and pain, 415 

" For brief thy mortal destiny, not long ma/st thou remain ; 
''But now at once swift -destined thou and wretched above all ; 
"So under evil fate I bore thee in my palace hall. 
" Yet to Olympus' snowy top, to speak this word for thee, 
" To thunder-loving Zeus I'll go ; he may persuaded be. 420 

"Do thou by thy swift-going ships sit quietly at peace ; 
" Be wroth with the Achaians and from war and battle cease. 
" For Zeus to Ocean, to the blameless Aethiops yesterday 
"Went to a feast ; and with him all the gods are gone away. 
" But on the twelfth day to Olympus back he comes ; and I 425 

" Unto his dome all brazen-based will then full quickly hie, 
''And clasp his knees for thee ; I think he'll with my prayer comply." 

Thus having said she went away ; and there the chief she left 
Still wroth in soul, because they had from him unwilling reft 
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The fair- zoned woman. But Odysseus came to Chiyse's shore 430 

Bearing the sacred hecatomb ; and when the ship they wore 

Into the bay of many depths, then fast they 'gan her strip, 

Took in the sails and stowed them close within the sable ship ; 

The mast they lowered by the shrouds right soon to its abode, 

And with their oars they onward drove the ship into the road ; 435 

And out they cast the mooring -stones and down the stem -ropes bound, 

And out they from the ship themselves descended to the ground. 

And out they took the hecatomb for dread Apollo meant, 

And out from the sea-coursing ship fair-cheeked Chrysels went ; * 

Odysseus many- counselled to the altar led the way, 440 

There placed her in her father's hands and thus to him did say : 

** By Agamemnon king of men, O Chryses ! I am sent, 

" To bring thy child ; and Phoebus with the Danai make content : 

" For with a sacred hecatomb we would appease the King, 

" Who now upon the Argives sad and grievous woes doth bring." 445 

He said and placed her in his hands ; the priest his daughter dear 
Received with joy. Then they around the well-built altar near 
Full soon the god's grand hecatomb in order ready make ; 
With hands in holy water dipped the barley -meal they take ; 
And Chryses, holding up his hands, for them doth much implore : 450 

" Hear me, O Silver-bow! who guardest ever Chryse's shore 
*' And sacred Killa, and strong rule in Tenedos dost bear ! 
" Thou heard'st me once before when unto thee I raised my prayer, 
"Thou honourd'st me and bad'st the Achaians woful sufferings share ; 
" Now once again I pray thee to accomplish my desire — 455 

" Now from the Danai ward thou off this plague of ruin dire." 
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Thus praying spoke he ; and his prayer Phoebus Apollo knew. 
Then, after they had prayed, the barley -meal they forward threw, 
And backward pulled the victims' necks and slaughtered them and flayed. 
Cut out the thighs, and these between two separate layers laid 460 

Of fat, and over them the flesh, the choicer pieces, spread ; 
The old man fired the cloven wood, o'er all the dark wine shed ; 
The youths who held the five -pronged forks were standing by his side. 
And when the thighs were burned and they the vitals* taste had tried, 
Then cutting up the other parts with spits they pierced them through, 465 
And roasting them full carefully away the whole they drew. 
But when they ceased from toil and all the banquet was prepared. 
They feasted ; and the soul likewise an equal banquet shared 
For after that of food and drink desire had passed away. 
By noble youths the brimming bowls were garlanded, and they 470 

In order went libations making, pouring wine for all. 
And all day long with melody they on the god did call ; 
For, hymning the Far-worker, sang a paean lovely fair 
The Achaian youths. He heard well pleased as rose the song in air. 

Now when the sun went down and darkness o'er the earth did creep, 475 
Hard by the stern -ropes of the ship they laid them down to sleep ; 
But when the rosy-fingered Morn, the early-bom, appeared, 
Already tow'rds the Achaian host their vessel's course they steered ; 
To them Apollo the Far -worker gave a favouring wind ; 
The mast they raised, the fair white sails outspread they to it bind ; 480 
Into the middle of the sail right blew the wind, and strong 
The purple wave roared round the keel as went the ship along. 
As through the billows went the ship still carving out her way. 
Arrived at length where stood far- spread the Achaians* wide array, 
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To land and high upon the sands the sable ship they drew 485 

And propped it up with high supports ; then scattering free the crew 

Dispersed among the tents and ships and mingled with the rest. 

But by the rapid ships still sits, wrath burning in his breast, 

The Zeus -descended Peleus-son swift-foot Achilleus; he 

The ennobling council visits not, the war doth never see, 490 

But wasting his own heart there stays, while fierce his longings are 

For battle and the battle-cry, the sound and shock of war. 

Now when the twelfth recurring Morn herself to earth did show, 
The ever- living gods again did to Olympus go ; 

All went together, Zeus them led. The course her son had urged 495 

Thetis forgot not then, and from the sea- wave she emerged. 
Early the mighty heaven she scaled and to Olympus pressed, 
And the wide -seeing son of Kronos found ; from all the rest 
Apart, on many -ridged Olympus' highest top sat he 

Then down she sat before him, with her left hand gasped his knee, 500 
And lifting up her right, his chin within her hold to bring. 
Suppliant she thus addressed her prayer to Zeus the Kronian King : 
" O Father Zeus ! if 'mong the Immortals I have aided thee 
" Ever by word or work, do thou fulfill this wish for me : 
" Give honour to my son, his fate is briefest above all, 505 

" Yet on him now hath Agamemnon king of men let fall 
" Dishonour, reft his prize away and her his own hath made. 
'* But thou, Olympian, counselling Zeus ! give thou him honour ; aid 
'' But for a while the Trojan power, until the Achaians learn 
* To compensate my son, and greater honour him return." 5 10 

Thus spoke she : cloud -compelling Zeus to her said not a thing. 
But long time silent sat, while Thetis to his knees did cling 
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As she had grown there ; then again with prayer besought the god : 
" Thy word unfailing plight to me and thy confirming nod ; 
" Or else refuse — no fear constrains thee — that I well may know 515 

" How far among the gods I must the most dishonoured show." 

Her cloud -compelling Zeus did then, much chafed at heart, address : 
" Pernicious work it is thou askest, since thou me dost press 
" Here to cross, who with reproaches much my patience tries, 
"And chides me 'mong the immortal gods, and ever 'gainst me cries 520 
"That in the battle-field I still the Trojan power uphold. 
" But now do thou go back again, lest Here thee behold, 
"And all these things shall be my care how I may thee' content. 
" Come now, to give thee confidence my head shall nod assent ; 
" For this from me among the Immortals is the greatest sign, 525 

" Nor change, nor fraud, nor weakness can affect a word of mine 
*' When I, to fix it, with my head give the assevering nod." 
He said, and lowering his dark brows gave then the Kronian god 
The sign ; on his immortal head the ambrosial locks did shake, 
And with the movement of the King did vast Olympus quake. 530 

The conference ended thus, they parted. Straightway then did she 
From bright Olympus springing down plunge deep beneath the sea ; 
And Zeus to his own mansion went The gods assembled there 
All rose at once to meet their Sire ; not one of them did dare 
Await his coming ; opposite and standing all were they. 535 

He went and sat down on the throne. Now not from Here lay 
Concealed his doings, for she saw he did in schemes engage 
With silver-footed Thetis daughter of the ocean sage. 
Therefore forthwith to Kronian Zeus she said reproachfully, 
" Now who among the gods again, deceiver ! plots with thee i 540 
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" Holding thyself apart from me it is thy pleasure dear 

"To scheme and settle secret aims ; nor ever com'st thou near 

" To speak to me a single word, howe'er thy plans may lie." 

The Father then of men and gods to her did thus reply : 
" Here, hope not that thou wilt ever all my counsels share ; 545 

'* They would, although my wife thou art, for thee be hard to bear. 
" All things indeed which it is fitting should to thee be shown 
" By none among the gods or men before thee shall be known ; 
" But that which, from the gods apart, in thought I wish to turn, 
'* Question thou not respecting it, nor seek its aim to learn." 550 

And queenly ox-eyed Here thus to him in answer said : 
'* Dread son of Kronos, what a speech is this that thou hast made, 
" When I aforetime never yet did question or inquire 
"And thou dost scheme all undisturbed whatever thou ma/st desire ! 
"But now I'm terribly in dread lest Thetis influence thee, 555 

" The silver- footed daughter of the old god of the sea ; 
" Early this mom she sat by thee and clasped thee by the knee, 
''And gained I fear thy nod thou'lt to Achilleus honour show, 
"And on the Achaians at their ships bring slaughter down and woe." 

But her the cloud -compelling Zeus in-answer thus addrest : 560 

" Infatuate ! still surmising ; never from thee Fm at rest 
"And yet thou nothing wilt effect but still more strange to be 
" Unto the mind I owe — I ween a chillier lot for thee. 
*' And if it be so, my good pleasure 'tis it so should end 
"Now sit thee down, and to my mandate see that thou attend, 565 

"Lest all the Olympian gods combined avail thee not, though they 
" Should interpose, when on thee my resistless hands I lay." 
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Thus spake he ; and the queenly ox-eyed Here was afraid, 
And, curbing tight her heart, sat down in silence and obeyed. 
Sore grieved were all the heavenly gods throughout the palace hall ; 570 
Hephaistos, famed artificer, then spoke among them all, 
To his dear mother white -armed Here doing service fair: 
** Pernicious will these dealings prove, impossible to bear, 
" If for the sake of mortals thus ye two shall still contend, 
"And keep up brawls among the gods. All joy is at an end 575 

" In this our goodly feast, if worser counsels are to rule. 
" But I my mother urge, and well her own mind her may school, . 
'* That she with my dear father Zeus do pleasant ways employ, 
** So that he may not chide again, upsetting all our joy ; 
"For, should he chuse, the Olympian with his lightning -bearing hand 580 
** Us from our seats would dash, since nothing can his might withstand. 
" But soothe him thou, with gentle words do thou appease his mind ; 
" Then forthwith will the Olympian be propitious and kind." 

He said and starting up into his mother's hand he pressed 
A double -chaliced goblet, and to her these words addressed : 585 

" Endure, hold up, O mother mine ! all troubled though thou be, 
" Lest with these eyes, dear as thou art, I should thee stricken see. 
" For then, however I be pained, no force at my command 
"Will thee avail, for hard it is the Olympian to withstand. 
" Twas but of late, when to thy aid I hastened once before, 590 

" Grasped by the foot he hurled me forth from the celestial door ; 
"And all the day I on was borne, and with the setting sun 
" Fell down on Lemnos isle ; my life was very nearly done ; 
" There Sintian men took care of me and saved your fallen child." 

Thus said he ; as he spoke the goddess white-armed Here smiled, 595 
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And smiling from her son received the goblet which he bore. 

From left to right to all the gods he then in turn did pour 

The wine, sweet nectar, from the bowl forth teeming the supplies ; 

And quenchless laughter thereupon among the gods did rise 

As through the halls Hephaistos bustling limped before their eyes. 600 

So feasted they the live -long day until the set of sun ; 
Nor failed the soul its feast, for it was equal service done ; 
The beauteous lyre Apollo held with tones harmonious rung. 
The Muses with delightful voice by turns responsive sung. 
But when the sun's resplendent light descending went below, 605 

Each one desiring rest away to his own home would go ; 
For there Hephaistos the renowned, the doubly lame, had made 
For each a mansion, and therein his cunning skill displayed ; 
And to his couch the lightning-bearer Zeus retiring hied. 
Where he was wont to sleep what time sweet sleep his senses tied ; 610 
There rest^ he, with golden -throned Here by bis side. 
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